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Abstract

This article is based on a new book by Craig Considine, "People of the Book:
Prophet Muhammad's Encounters with Christians." It was published in 2021
by Hurst & Company, 191 pages including six chapters. The book describes
the encounters Prophet Muhammad had with Christians, the interactions of
both sides and the importance of cross-fertilization of ideas, religious freedom
and mutual respect. Considine's attempt to foster Christian-Muslim relations
is rife with interpretations of Islam that question Islamic teachings and
traditions. Though the book does interweave historical anecdotes with
Qur'anic verses alongside prophetic traditions, its references have been
subjective and selective, thus critically damaging. Using a historiographic
approach, Considine studied events such as the migration to Abyssinia, the
Constitution of Medina, and treaties with Christians. Although its references
to Islamic and Christian texts are certainly extensive, the book has come under
scrutiny for relying on secondary sources and less established traditions.
Keywords: Christian Theology, Formative Elements, Historical Analysis,
Church Traditions, Scriptural Interpretation, Christology, Trinity, Soteriology,
Ecumenical Councils, Theological Evolution
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“I wrote this book as a Christian who is also inspired by
the culture of encounter especially as it pertains to

fostering stronger relations between Christians and
Muslims.”(2)
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“My goal with this book is to shed light on how
Muhammad and the Believers of the early Ummah created

a nation founded upon allyship, civility, cross-cultural
interactions, freedom conscience, freedom of religion,
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freedom of speech and interreligious dialogue, mutual
dependency, and religious pluralism. While clashes
between Christians and Muslims may have erupted
sporadically in Muhammad's lifetime, they were the
exception to the norm.”(3)
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“( O Community of Muhammad!) You are the best

community ever brought forth for (the good of)

humankind, enjoining and promoting what is right and

good and forbidding and trying to prevent evil, and

(this you do because) you believe in God. If only the

Book believed (as you do), this would be sheer good

for them. Among them there are believers, but most of
them are transgressors.”
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“This Qur’anic verse make no specific mention of the words
“Muslims” or “Islamic” in defining the “community of

Muhammad.” Shortly after Qur’an 3:110, the Islamic holy
text (3:113-15) praises Christians:
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Among the People of the Book there is an upright
community, reciting God’s Revelations in the watches

of the night and prostrating (themselves in the
worship).
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They believe in God and the last day, and enjoin and
promote what is right and goof and forbid and try to
prevent evil, and hasten to do good deeds as if
competing with one another. Those are the righteous
ones.
Whatever good they do, they will never be denied the
reward of it; and God has full knowledge of the God-
revering pious.
“Perhaps these Qur’anic passages are referring to Bahira, Nestor,
Ibn Nawfal, and the other Hunafa who Muhammad previously
interacted with before Laylat Al-Qadr.”(10)
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“Each hadith noted in this book was chosen based on my

personal assessment of its relevance to Muhammad’s
encounters with Christians.”(11)
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“This book does not engage in any attempt to confirm or
refute the authenticity or credibility of the ahadith as a
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whole. My goal instead is to draw inspiration and symbolism
from the content of the sources in which the encounters are
documented.”(12)
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“Najran’s history in the years before Muhammad’s birth is
linked to Emperor Justinian, who ruled Byzantium from
518 to 527, around 523 the Christians of Abyssinia were
establishing new merchant posts by traveling to Yemen, a

land then populated by the Himyar, a tribe in the ancient
Sabaean kingdom of southwestern Arabia.”(14)
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“Ibn Nawfal may have been an Ebionite, a type of Jewish-
Christian community of Jerusalem following the
destruction of the Temple of Solomon in 70. Members of
this sect were given the name Ebionite after the Hebrew
word ebyonim, meaning “the poor”. (15)
w2y phi
“A Monophysite is a Christian who holds that Jesus had

only one nature, wholly divine, and not two natures, divine
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and human. Monophysitism, which originates in the
teachings of Eutyches, who denied that Jesus’s human
nature existed together with his divine nature, was
classified as “heretical” by the Council of Chalcedon.”(16)
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“In a hadith narrated by A’ishah, as collected by Al-
Bukhari, Ibn Nawfal “used to write the writing with

Hebrew letters. He would write from the Gospel in
Hebrew as much as Allah wished him to write.”(17)
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Martin lings, Muhammad: His Life Based on the Earliest
Sources (Rochester, VT: Inner Traditions, 2006), 34
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