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Abstract

Arnold J. Toynbee is regarded as one of the most significant scholars of the
modern era. Hailing from a distinguished family with a long-standing
reputation in European intellectual circles, his heritage includes notable
figures such as his uncle, Arnold Toynbee, a renowned economist and social
reformer. This uncle authored numerous works and rendered invaluable
public services, leading to the establishment of a hall in London named in his
honor. Another uncle, Paget Toynbee, gained recognition in 1932 for his
specialization in Dante's studies and translated "The Divine Comedy." While a
family's academic legacy may not inherently validate one's own contributions,
for Arnold J. Toynbee, it serves as a point of pride. He has elevated the
family's scholarly heritage to new heights through his intellectual prowess. In
this analytical study, we explore Toynbee's insights into the components of
Islamic civilization and its distinctive features. We delve into how his theories
articulate the essential characteristics that define Islamic civilization,
emphasizing its adaptability, resilience, and contributions to global culture.
By examining these elements through Toynbee's lens, we can gain a deeper
understanding of the significance of Islamic civilization in the broader context
of world history. This study aims to not only highlight the intrinsic values of
Islamic civilization but also to position them within the framework of
Toynbee's civilizational analysis.

Keywords: Islamic Civilization, Arnold J. Toynbee, Civilizational Analysis,

Cultural Heritage, Global History.
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1. The Arminian atrocities the murder of a nation, with a speech, delivered
by Lord Bryce in the house of lords.(Hodder & stoughton 1915.)
Nationality and the War.(Dent 1915).
3. The new Europe some essays in reconstruction ,with an introduction by

the Earl of Cromer(Dent 1915).
4. The Western question Greece and Turkey 1922.
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Greek Historical Thought (1924).

Turkey Nations of the Modern World,with K.P Kirkwood(1926).
Christianity and civilization (1940).

Civilization on trail (1946).

9. War and Civilization (1951).

10. The World and the west (1953).

11. An Historian’s approach to the religion (1956).

12. Mankind and the mother earth,1974.

13. A Study of History , 1934 to 1961.
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“ Muhammed prescribed the religious toleration of jews and

Christians who had made political submission to the secular

arm of Islam, and he gave this ruling expressly on the ground

that these two non muslim religious community is like the

Muslim themselves, were people of the book. It is significant of

the tolerant spirit which animated primitive Islam that, without

express sanction from the profit himself, a similar toleration

was afterwards extended in practice to the zoroasthians who
came under Muslim rule.
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“Society in the Muslim world formed a definite social pyramid.
During the Ummayad period, descendents of the old Bedouin
clans were on top, followed by mawali converts from other
religions. Once the Abbasides took power desh distination
ceased to exist.”??
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“ These non Arab converts to Islam made it into a highly
cosmopolitan, multithnic religion and civilization.” 2°
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“Aside from their military merits, there is strength included
extraordinary artistic sensitivity in literature, architecture and
symbolic imagery a commitment to justice for all, no matter
how weak, atoleerens for non belivers that was unusual for its
time..... In economic and administrative affairs, the ottomans
had a far more efficient tax system and better control of their
provincial authorities than any European government of the 14%
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“ for Islam did succeed in becoming the universal church of a
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dissolving Syriac society in spite of having been politically
compromised at an earlier stage and in an apparently more
decisive way than any of the religions that we have passed in
review up to this point. Indeed, Islam was politically
compromised within the lifetime of its founder by the action of
no less a person than the founder himself. The public career of
the prophet Muhammad falls into two sharply distinct
seemingly contradictory chapters. In the first he is occupied in
preaching a religious revelation by methods of pacific
evangelization; in the second chapter he is occupied in building
up a political and military power and in using this power in the
very way which, in other cases, has turned out disastrous for a
religion that takes to it. In this Medinese chapter Muhammad
used his new- found material power for the purpose of
enforcing conformity with at any rate the outward observances
of the religion which he had founded in the previous chapter of
his career, before his momentous withdrawal from Mecca to
Madina. On this showing, the Hijrah ought to mark the date of
the ruin of Islam and not the date since consecrated as that of its
foundation. How are we to explain the hard fact that a religion
which was launched on the world as the militant faith of a
barbarian war-band should have succeeded in becoming a
universal church, in spite of having started under a spiritual
handicap that might have been expected, on all analogies, to
prove prohibitive? 2°
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