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Abstract

In contemporary society, the practice of sending elderly parents to old age
homes or evicting them as a burden has become increasingly common. This
trend reflects a shift in attitudes where some individuals believe that by
placing their parents in such institutions, they are absolved of their
caregiving responsibilities. Old age homes are often perceived as necessary
facilities, but they inadvertently suggest that the elderly are a burden to their
families, highlighting a decline in traditional family structures. This
phenomenon contrasts sharply with Islamic teachings, which emphasize the
respect, care, and responsibility owed to parents. The Quran and Hadith
outline explicit guidelines for honoring and supporting one’s parents,
underscoring the familial obligations that transcend modern conveniences or
societal pressures. The history of old age homes, particularly in Western
contexts, reveals an evolution from almshouses to more structured facilities,
driven by changing social and economic conditions. Initially, almshouses
provided shelter for the poor and sick, but as societies industrialized and
family dynamics shifted, the need for such institutions grew. The
contemporary model of old age homes reflects these historical developments
but raises significant challenges, including the erosion of familial bonds and
the cultural implications of institutionalizing elder care. This paper aims to
explore the concept of old age homes from an Islamic perspective, contrasting
it with Western practices and historical developments. It seeks to highlight
the importance of upholding Islamic principles regarding elder care and
address the contemporary challenges faced by both individuals and societies
in reconciling these differing approaches.

Keywords: Old Age Homes, Islamic Teachings, Western Concepts, Elder
Care, Family Dynamics
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The History of old age homes in British Columbia underscores
the fact that the old age home, like most other institution is an
evolving narrative,a story with a shifting plot.

ru’fl[@'lﬂ;!,'/%&/@ilﬁd/o@?u’@/t‘Jold age homeu.fgt))/u:’)/,
_Lauijd,gul:‘w!)g.{!uﬁJ?rLLul}l)é@/ler@)d/u;/l;lg/»(_/u
4 &
]M@lﬂ)lﬂh—‘/gdj}:?d/}’
The regulations within the Social Security Act limited OAA
payments to private old age homes as opposed to almshouses,and

thus paved the way for the disappearance
of the almshouses.?
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Almshouses, termed poorhouses in Scotland and workhouses in
England .They are institutions for the benefit of the sick and
poor.In London, almshouses were established in the reign of
William and Mary, and in Ireland in 1838. 3

L workhouses % England s/ poorhouses U+ Scotland « Almshouses

-2 S L LI Suf g fe o L3Sk

-é’_é_l’uﬁ(y" %1838 uf.'LLJLMary/)lWilliachlmshouses o
¥ 2_the editor S L:,?t}f’d)l}q‘ € Almshouses-old age homes

For this apparently growing group of needy persons,the editor

wrote ,the old age home offered a sensible alternative to the
almshouse.*

-l,/t‘l’uﬁdj(gl{old age home/,:urzébic;a;bfd!

The First —old age home in Philadelphia, the Indigent Widows’s
and Single Women’s Society, specifically defined the proper
objects of their benevolence.when the home was opened in 1817
to women only,the society declined to accept any applicant who
had been born and raised in poverty.®
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Early in the twentieth century, there was a move towards the
nuclear family, as the younger generation were able to find their
own jobs. Cultural stress on the close relationship between
husband, wife and children increased, to the exclusion of the
waider kin. So small nuclear families developed. The incease in
geographical mobility has also been an influence on both the

middle and working classes, leading to nuclear-style families.To
find work in modern societies, it is necessary to move. The
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smaller, nuclear family, with its looser ties to kin, allows people to
move more easily®.
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