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Abstract

Human milk banks are institutions that collect, screen, process, and
distribute donated human breast milk to infants in need, particularly
premature or critically ill babies. In Pakistan, the establishment of
human milk banks aims to provide a safe and reliable source of
nourishment for infants whose mothers are unable to breastfeed due
to health issues or other constraints. The potential benefits include
improved infant health outcomes, reduced neonatal mortality, and
support for mothers who may experience difficulty with
breastfeeding. However, the establishment of human milk banks in
Pakistan faces significant objections from scholars, particularly on
religious and cultural grounds. Some concerns include the issues of
milk kinship, where sharing breast milk creates familial bonds in
Islamic law, and the potential for misuse or unethical practices. This
abstract provides an overview of the benefits and challenges
associated with establishing human milk banks in the Pakistani
context, highlighting the need for careful consideration of religious
and ethical perspectives.
Keywords: Human milk banks, infant health, milk kinship, Islamic
law, ethical concerns.
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What religious and cultural objections do contemporary scholars
raise against the establishment of human milk banks in Pakistan?
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How does Islamic law view the concept of milk kinship, and how does this
impact the acceptance of human milk banks among scholars?

(Research Methodology)8 &

Literature Review / #bs§si: The study will begin with a comprehensive

literature review of existing academic and religious texts, articles, and papers
that discuss human milk banks, particularly focusing on Islamic jurisprudence
and ethical considerations. Reason: This will help in understanding the existing
knowledge base, identifying gaps, and setting a foundation for further analysis
of scholars' opinions.

Qualitative Analysis / 4 $.=»:Methodology: In-depth qualitative analysis will

be conducted on the opinions of contemporary scholars, including Islamic
jurists, healthcare professionals, and ethical scholars. This will involve
collecting data from interviews, seminars, and published fatwas (Islamic
rulings). Reason: Qualitative analysis is essential for interpreting the nuanced
perspectives of scholars and understanding the underlying reasons for their
views on the establishment of human milk banks.
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