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Abstract
This analytical study explores the life, virtues, and merits of Prophet
Ya‘qub (Jacob) as presented in both the Qur’an and the Bible, providing
a comprehensive understanding of his significant role in Abrahamic
religions. The first section delves into the etymological meanings of the
name "Ya‘qub" through various linguistic sources, highlighting its
implications and contextual significance within religious texts. The
second section examines the depiction of Prophet Ya‘qab in the Qur’an,
emphasizing his prophetic lineage, steadfastness in faith, and the trials
he endured with unwavering patience. Parallelly, the study analyzes the
detailed narratives found in the Bible, particularly in the Book of
Genesis, offering a comparative perspective on his life events and
spiritual journey. The final section focuses on the virtues and merits
attributed to Prophet Ya'qub in the Qur’anic discourse, including his
dedication to monotheism, his exemplary character, and his role as the
patriarch of the Israelites, through whom numerous prophets emerged.
This study aims to bridge understanding between Islamic and Judeo-
Christian traditions by highlighting commonalities and distinctions in
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the portrayal of Prophet Ya‘'qub, thereby fostering interfaith
appreciation and scholarly discourse. The comprehensive analysis
underscores the enduring legacy of Prophet Ya‘qib and his profound
influence on the spiritual and moral foundations of the Abrahamic faiths.

Keywords: Prophet Ya‘qub, Qur’an, Bible, Linguistic Analysis, Virtues.
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Esau appears plainly as a worldly, irreligious man, indifferent to his parents' wishes.
Uninterested in the divine covenant, and unmindful of the privileges and
responsibilities which were to distinguish his race. The character of Jacob is in
marked contrast to that of Esau. Craftiness and subtility, even meanness and deceit,
mark many of his actions; but on the other hand, his patient endurance, strength of
character, and warmth of affection call forth admiration. Long years of suffering and
discipline were needed to purify his character from its baser elements, and make

him worthier of the divine blessing.28
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The beliefthat a stone or pillar was the abode of deity was common among primitive
peoples. The stone Which Jacob set up was the symbol of the presence of the divine
spirit, which he probably believed to be in some way connected with it, seeing that
he called the stone 'God's house'.*®
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