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Abstract

This study explores the intricate meanings and profound wisdom behind the
names of the surahs in the Qur’an. Surahs, the chapters of the Qur’an, are not
merely titles but are embedded with deep meanings that reflect the essence of
their content. The paper begins by delving into the linguistic and terminological
definitions of "surah" and how these terms evolved within Islamic scholarship.
It then examines the wisdom behind the naming of surahs, offering insights
into how these names encapsulate the central themes and messages of the
respective chapters. Furthermore, the study categorizes the surahs based on
various criteria, such as length, content, and the context of revelation, to
provide a clearer understanding of their diversity and structure. The discussion
includes a detailed analysis of the different types of surahs, including Makki
and Madani surahs, and those with specific thematic focuses. A significant
portion of the study is dedicated to exploring the controversial surahs, those
chapters that have been subjects of debate and differing interpretations among
scholars. The analysis provides an in-depth look at the reasons for these
controversies, exploring historical, theological, and contextual factors. In
conclusion, the paper highlights the importance of understanding the meanings
and wisdom behind surah names, not only for academic purposes but also for
a deeper spiritual comprehension of the Qur’an. The study emphasizes the
need for continued scholarly exploration of the Qur’an's structure and content,
particularly in the areas of surah categorization and interpretation.

Keywords: Surah meanings, Surah names, Qur’an structure, Controversial
surahs, Islamic scholarship
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