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Abstract

Ibn Rajab Hanbali, a distinguished scholar of the 14th century, made
significant contributions to Sufi thought that remain relevant in
contemporary discussions of Islamic spirituality. His works reflect a
unique synthesis of traditional Islamic teachings and Sufi practices,
emphasizing the importance of adhering to the Qur'an and Sunnah while
engaging in the mystical aspects of faith. In his most notable work, "Jami
al-Ulum wa al-Hikam," Ibn Rajab explores key Sufi concepts such as love
for God, the significance of inner purification, and the necessity of
sincerity in worship. He contends that genuine Sufism is not a departure
from orthodox Islam but rather an extension that deepens one’s spiritual
experience. His writings advocate for a balanced approach that integrates legal
obligations with spiritual aspirations, highlighting that both dimensions are
essential for a complete understanding of Islam. Ibn Rajab's thought is
characterized by his critical stance against practices he deemed as
innovations (bid'ah) that strayed from the authentic teachings of Islam.
He provides a rigorous analysis of various Sufi practices, discerning
between those that align with Islamic principles and those that do not.
This analytical perspective not only reinforces the credibility of Sufism but also
serves as a guide for adherents seeking a path that aligns with Islamic values.
His influence extends beyond his lifetime, as his ideas have shaped the
development of various Sufi orders and continue to resonate with scholars and
practitioners today. Through this analytical study of Ibn Rajab’s Sufi
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thoughts, we gain valuable insights into the harmonious relationship
between spiritual practice and religious observance in Islam.
Keywords: Ibn Rajab Hanbali, Sufi thought, Islamic spirituality, inner
purification, orthodox Islam.
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