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Abstract

This paper primarily dealt with the “moving principle of Islam”
namely “Ijtihad” and principles and genres thereof. It also endeavoured
to investigate the viewpoints of some modern Muslim theorists and
scholars like Allama Igbal, Abdul Karim Soroush, and Muhammad
Shahrur. All of the scholars under discussion are of the view that when
Islam claims to be the religion for all times to come, so it must have
shown requisite dynamism and flexibility in his teachings especially in
its Law in order to fulfill the needs of every time and space. As the
Holy Quran “embodies a dynamic outlook on life”, so the law of Islam
cannot be static nor should it be confined within the bounds of the
interpretations made by a particular school of legal thought in the
history of Islam because such attitude may lead to immobility which is
repugnant to the true spirit of Islam. But rather an individual provided
he has the requisite qualifications of a Mujtahid should be allowed to
solve the new emerging issues of contemporary world facing the
Muslims in accordance with the very spirit of the Quran and Sunnah.
Thus, this paper made an effort to analyze such notions as were
presented by the Muslim scholars in the past and present times.
Keywords: Ijtihad, the Quran, Sunnah, Dynamic outlook, Muslim,
Mujtahid.
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“The plural paths for “Subul” used here is obviously meant to

stress the fact-alluded to often in the Quran-That there are many
paths which lead to a cognizance (ma’rifah) of God.”?
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“Ijtthad 1s the process of reasoning that the jurist

employed in order to arrive at the best guess what he
thought might be the law pertaining to a particular case.”
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Igbal in his notable book namely “Reconstruction of Religious
Thoughts in Islam” opines: “What then is the principle of
movement in the Structure of Islam? This is known as
Ijtihad.”™
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Igbal further maintains: Ijtihad literally means to exert. In the
terminology of Islamic law it means to exert with a view to
form an independent judgement on a legal question. The idea, |
believe, has it's origin in a well known verse of the Quran__
‘And those who exert, we show our path.”"®
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“His reconstructed vision of Islam makes Islam not only
consistent and relevant to the modern world but also shows that
Islam can make a uniquely valuable contribution to the culture
of the global village.”®
:‘LW/SCVCB.H Ozturk

“Igbal’s philosophy can be regarded as a philosophy of
activism: he establishes his philosophical thought with the aim
of producing concrete changes and results in the outer world,
which he summarizes in such statements as, ‘it is your task to
create the new world.”
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“Igbal has seen -and he is perfectly right here-that the
peculiarity of the prophetic mission consists of freeing the
people of the traditional concepts of life.”®*
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He further writes: Muhammad (PBUH) himself practiced ijtihad within Allah's limits
and it is our obligation to follow him in this... His ijtihad’s were historical, relative
and Contingent... and do not constitute Islamic legislation due to Prehistorical
Contingency oul ijtihad may considerably deviate from his ijtihad"®
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